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Cultural Association Morreu o Demo for the Recovery of 
Traditional Galician Puppetry

www.barrigaverde.gal
www.titiriberia.com
www.barracaula.gal

Facebook_ProxectoBarrigaVerde
Facebook_Titiriberia 

X @MorreuOdemo
X @titiribericas

IG_titiriberia
IG_morreu_o_demo

Youtube_Morreuodemo
Vimeo_Morreuodemo

info@barrigaverde.eu

Museo do Pobo Galego, rúa Bonaval s/n
15703 Santiago de Compostela (Galiza) SPAIN

with the sponsorship of the Galician Agency of Cultural 
Industries (AGADIC)

THE ASSOCIATION
The Cultural Association Morreu 

o Demo for the Recovery of 

Traditional Galician Puppetry 

was founded at the end of 

2012 with the mission of 

reviving and promoting this 

cultural heritage—once at 

risk of being forgotten like many other forms of popular tradition.

Formed by professionals from the performing arts, communication, 

and anthropology, the association has followed a threefold mission since 

its inception:

•	 To research and deepen the recovery of 

Galicia’s traditional puppet heritage,

•	 To disseminate this legacy across all sectors of society,

•	 And to revitalize the figure of Barriga Verde for new 

generations, keeping it alive in the collective imagination.

A LIVING NETWORK OF SUPPORT

Today, Morreu o Demo has around fifty active members who are dedicated 

to the promotion of traditional puppetry. Among them are researchers, 

cultural facilitators, performing arts professionals, and artisans, all working 

around the character of Barriga Verde from a variety of perspectives.

The association also benefits from a broad network of collaborators—

individuals and organizations across different fields who share in the 

mission to restore Barriga Verde’s place in Galician cultural memory. 

Moreover, it maintains contact with specialists in traditional puppetry 

from across Spain and Europe, many of whom have expressed 

interest in strengthening ties with Galicia’s own puppet tradition.

https://barrigaverde.eu/
https://titiriberia.com/
https://barracaula.gal/
https://www.facebook.com/proxectoBarrigaVerde/
https://www.facebook.com/titiriberia
https://x.com/morreuodemo
https://x.com/titiribericas?lang=gl
https://www.instagram.com/titiriberia/

https://www.instagram.com/morreu_o_demo/
https://www.youtube.com/user/morreuodemo
https://vimeo.com/user26485543
https://industriasculturais.xunta.gal/gl
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WHY IT MATTERS

While other countries honor their puppet traditions with museums 

and research centers, Galicia still has work to do. Through this 

project, we’re building bridges between the past and present, 

tradition and innovation, Galicia and the world—placing Barriga 

Verde where he belongs: at the heart of our cultural identity.

TARGET AUDIENCES FOR THE PROJECT

THE BARRIGA VERDE PROJECT

The Barriga Verde Project is the flagship initiative of the 

Cultural Association Morreu o Demo, aimed at reviving and 

celebrating the figure of Barriga Verde, a legendary Galician 

puppet character.

Our goal is not only to preserve his memory and ensure 

the intergenerational transmission of his story but also to 

popularize it and bring it closer to younger audiences. In short: 

we want Barriga Verde to be part of Galicia’s living culture.

OUR GOALS

•	 Reviving Barriga Verde as a traditional glove puppet unique to Galicia.

•	 Promoting performances, raising awareness of the 

character’s history, and celebrating the art of puppetry.

•	 Encouraging dialogue between generations in order 

to recover the memory of this beloved figure.

•	 Documenting the history of Galician puppeteers—

exploring their routes, performances, and way of life.

•	 Supporting research into traditional puppetry in 

Galicia and its international connections.

•	 Developing local cultural activities, especially in villages 

and fairgrounds tied to Barriga Verde’s legacy.

•	 Reclaiming the value of puppetry, both traditional and contemporary, 

giving to it the recognition it deserves in Galicia and beyond.

•	 Promoting traditional fairs as vibrant spaces 

for culture, leisure, and community.

•	 Placing Barriga Verde on the European stage, alongside 

iconic glove puppets like Guignol, Pulcinella, and Punch.

•	 Inspiring new cultural creations—from illustrations and comics to music 

and multimedia—ensuring Barriga Verde lives on for future generations.

In order to achieve the goals set 

forth in the Barriga Verde Project, 

the Morreu o Demo Association is 

carrying out a series of outreach, 

cultural revitalization, and research 

activities aimed at a wide range 

of audiences. We are especially 

focusing on the following groups:

•	 Older generations, who, 

due to their age, hold the 

memory of the character.

•	 Children, who can potentially 

integrate Barriga Verde 

into their imagination 

from a young age.

•	 Teenagers, who can 

play an important role in 

recovering the character’s 

memory by engaging 

with older generations.

•	 Adults, who, even if they 

haven’t directly encountered 

Barriga Verde, can help spread 

his legacy among younger 

generations or work toward 

recovering this tradition.
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BARRIGA VERDE: A GALICIAN ICON OF
TRADITIONAL PUPPET THEATRE

The name Barriga Verde goes far beyond a mere puppet character—it 

embodies an entire cultural legacy. Generally, the name refers to the main 

figure in a glove puppet show performed by the Silvent family across Galicia 

from the 1910s through the 1960s.

Introduced in Galicia by the Silvent family, Barriga Verde incorporated 

key traits of the European slapstick puppet tradition. Its popularity soared 

between 1920 and 1960, when the family toured fairs and festivals 

throughout the region with their puppet booth. José, Santiago, and Julia 

Silvent each developed their own versions of the show, making Barriga Verde 

a beloved fixture across Galicia. Notably, Barriga Verde was one of the few 

theatrical expressions performed in the Galician language during the Franco 

dictatorship. This made the show a rare form of popular resistance.

The structure of the show followed traditional European slapstick puppetry: 

the main character faced various comic adversaries—such as a bull, a barber, 

or a priest—in short scenes full of humor and physical comedy. These sketches 

connected deeply with audiences, channeling their frustrations and aspirations.

The character’s influence was such that the puppeteers themselves came 

to be known as Barriga Verde. José Silvent, the eldest sibling, was born in 

Extremadura and learned puppetry in Portugal, likely influenced by traditional 

robertos. Elements of  Portuguese robertos, along with local Galician 

cristovos, helped to shape the unique identity of Barriga Verde.

Each Silvent sibling established their own travelling troupe in a different 

Galician county. Their shows included a variety of acts—puppetry, clowns, 

contortionists, songs, and even early cinema—bringing culture and 

entertainment to rural and urban Galicia alike.

The show’s decline began in 1964 with José’s retirement. Glove 

puppetry gradually lost its place in fairs, becoming classified as educational 

entertainment for children. But the spirit of Barriga Verde—irreverent, festive, 

and deeply Galician—remains a powerful symbol of traditional puppetry in 

the Iberian Peninsula.

KEY ACTIVITIES

Since its foundation, some of the major milestones of the Morreu o Demo 

Association’s work include the following:

•	 The Barriga Verde Exhibition: From Fair to Fair, which has attracted over 

15,000 visitors.

•	 The Titiriberia Festival, held annually since 2016. This festival has led 

to the co-production of new puppetry performances. The program is 

supported by Agadic, INAEM, the Rianxo City Council, and the Provincial 

Government of A Coruña. Visit Titiriberia

•	 The Educational Project Da Barraca á Aula, launched in 2018, bringing 

workshops, exhibitions, video forums, and other activities to schools 

across the country. Over 17,000 students have participated in these 

activities, which led to the creation of the first school puppet company 

in Spain. This program is supported by the Provincial Government of A 

Coruña and has also received funding from Spain Ministry of Culture.

•	 Publications and films: The exhibition catalog, the book-DVD documentary, 

and Xosé Silvent’s biography.

•	 Itinerant Exhibitions and Educational Guides.

•	 Presence of Barriga Verde’s Stage at traditional events over multiple years.

•	 Videos and interviews focused on the recovery of the character’s memory 

and the historical fairs.

•	 Participation in international festivals, cultural events, and fairs both in 

Galicia and abroad.

•	 Development of puppet and giant head workshops, conferences, and 

other educational outreach initiatives.

https://industriasculturais.xunta.gal/gl
https://www.cultura.gob.es/cultura/artesescenicas/portada.html
https://www.dacoruna.gal/portada
https://www.dacoruna.gal/portada
https://titiriberia.com/
https://www.dacoruna.gal/portada
https://www.dacoruna.gal/portada
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